




WHAT OTHER MOBILE RADIO
CHOICES ARE THERE?
Another option to consider, especially if you are planning to travel 
into remote areas is HF Land Mobile. Codan, Barrett and Icom all 
make radios suitable for remote area travel. �ese are licensed under 
a class licence system. �is means that anyone planning to install any 
of these radios needs to join a network, that is your licence. �e biggest 
network is VKS 737 but there are others. �e networks  have a range of 
HF frequencies available for members licensed from the ACMA. Users 
of these Land Mobile HF sets are obliged to use only the frequencies 
that their network has available. You cannot use an amateur radios on 
these frequencies. Radios for this market need to be type approved. 
�ese radios are all very rugged, made to military speci�cations and can 
survive operation in rough terrain. Manual tap and autotune antennas 
are available. �e Land Mobile radios have a channelised format for 
storing freqencies rather than a normal VFO type tuning knob. Spot 
frequencies on the amateur bands can be installed on free channels. 
�e current models o�er 500 channels for frequency storage. A handy 
option o�ered by the networks is a radio telephone service for calls that 
are normally out of the mobile telephone network range.

�ese radios are not cheap, but are worth considering if you are 
travelling into remote regions. �ere are older reconditioned versions of 
these units available that are still very capable and o�er a considerable 
cost advantage. It would be necessary to have these radios programmed, 
to avoid transmissions on frequencies that you do not have a licence for.

�e channelised format is especially desirable when operating mobile. 
One thing you do not want is a complex rig that is distracting and 
di�cult to operate on the road.

Consoles.com.au roof console - made to suit vehicle

RAM mount for GPS

Kenwood TS-480-SAT - HF and 6 metres.
Kenwood also made the similar looking

TS480-HX - 200 watts of output.

Codan Envoy HF Land Mobile

Barrett 4050 HF Land Mobile Icom IC-F8101 HF Land Mobile


