sarcnews 2nd July 2017

NET CHECK-INS:
Wia National News - 6
Dawn Patrol – 49 for the week ending 30th June 2017.
Sarc Digi Net - 7 (see "digital modes" report below)
Wicen Net - 9 (Field operations)
Wednesday Tech Net – 6 (QRP rigs)
Thursday 6Mtr Net - 6 (note: Paul PMG ran this weeks net, Thanks Paul)
Friday Night Net – 5

For all ‘net’ times & frequencies please check out the sarc website:
www.sarc.org.au/nets-broadcasts/
More things to do:
Coffee morning: 1000 on the 1st Wednesday
Lunch day: 1200 on the 3rd Wednesday of the month
of the month
Ying’s Chinese & Thai Restaurant
Rous Hotel (cnr) Keen/Zadoc St. Lismore
142 Keen St. Lismore
Winter VHF/UHF Field Day:
Two photos from the winter vhf/uhf field day with Graeme VK2QJ & Pat VK2FAAD portable. A big thanks to
all who made themselves available for contacts over this weekend.
Cheers
Pat VK2FAAD

DIGITAL MODES:
Monday 26 June, 2017
For tonight’s net we had VK2PMG/SRC as net control and VK2EA and JWA logged in to say hello. Dave
VK2ZDR also logged in. Stations transmitting digital modes were VK2PMG/SRC, DLR, ACD and AGC. We
decided to try HF and went to our normal 80 metre frequency of 3.625 USB. This week we continued our
experiments with FL Message (flmsg).
It took a little while for SRC/PMG to adjust the Yaesu 897 so everyone could be heard clearly above the noise.
This consisted of lots of filtering and winding back the RF gain until everything disappeared, then increasing it
gradually until good signals were heard.
We started with a brief text transmission in FL Digi, the modem used was MT63-2000L. I was unsure how well
it would decode in the noisier HF environment, but it worked fine. ACD’s transmission didn’t decode until the
internal squelch in FL Digi was turned right off, then the decode was 100%. The plaintext form in FL Message
was tried next and it worked just as well here on 80 metres as it had on the Woodburn 2m repeater. This was a
good test of how well the FL Message forms would work in the field on HF. DLR then tried a plaintext message
form which arrived perfectly. As a comparison, ACD tried a form using the modem 8PSK125 which did not
decode but the same message using MT63-2000L worked fine. This shows what a difference there is between
the different modems when noise levels are high. Some are definitely superior in noisy conditions. The final test
was when Duncan transmitted a .csv file saved from a spreadsheet file using the csv message form in FL
Message. It arrived perfectly. The final icing on the cake was when I exported the .csv file from FL Message.
This resulted in a perfect spreadsheet file, with the data nicely arranged in columns and rows. This opened up in
Excel and displayed just as it should. The attached images shows the .csv file with numbers being separated by
commas and the same .csv file exported as a spreadsheet. The net ended at 9.50 pm and it was a very satisfying
and enjoyable net when good progress made.
Cheers from VK2PMG

SSTV
Duncan VK2DLR will be at the Keppel Bay Shell Club 50th Annual Shell Show at Yeppoon (Grid QG56IU) on
Saturday & Sunday 8th & 9th July.
He's planning to transmit SSTV images from the show on 14.230MHz USB and 7.033LSB between 10am and
4pm both days.
He won't be on air all the time, but leave your rig & pc running and see if you can receive an image from the
show.
de Duncan VK2DLR

“Who’s hiding”..?
{editor}

UPCOMING DATES/INFO:

Sunday August 27 SARC will open the clubrooms for a SHOW, TELL & SELL day. We'll provide the usual
Tea, Coffee, Cake catering along with an all day BBQ. Bring along things you've built or assembled and show
how you do stuff. Members of the Monday night Diginet will have digital, image and file transfer stations
operating. Stuff to sell? Bring it along-car boot style.

International Lighthouse Lightship Weekend – ILLW (19-20 August 2017)
https://illw.net/
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