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RADIO
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PROGRESS OF LISMORE
- CLUB

T ——

BUSINESS AT ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of the Lismore and
District Radio Club was heid in the eclub
rcom at the Lismore Rural School last night,
The president, Mr. E. 8, Graves, cecupied
the chair. There was an attendance of about
20 members.

The retiring president 3ubmitted a report
of the past operations of the club, ia which
it was mentioned that the membership, which
at the inception of the club in October, 1923,
was 16, had sinee increased to 126 members.
This spoke volumes for the enthusiasm and
inter-st qisplayed by radio enthunsiasts of
the town and distriet,

There was a veryv great amount of pro-
liminary work ‘g0 be accompflished becfore
the station ecould be eclassified as in full
working order. The first consideration was
the building of a receiving set, and Mr.
(i. W. Exton was responsible for the design-
ing of a ecirenit for a four valve set whieh
was hupilt bv the Burrin Eleetrie Co.. df
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was built by the Bunzin Eleetrie Cao., o
fyvdnev. The set had ~heen thoroughly
tested and had proved to be quite suitable
for the station. Musie broadeasted from
Sydney had been heard 50 yards away fiom
the loud speaker.

On Maren 7 an cxperimental station
license was granted to the elub. Throagh
the generosity of Mr. M. Allan the upstair
portion of his garage was available to the
clnb for use as s eclub room and an aerial
was erected. Later it wag decidel to ap-
proach the Minister for Edueation for per-
mission to use the geience room of the Rural
School as elub rooms and station. During
the day the senior pupils would Le instructed
in the science of radio, and the club to use
the rooms in the evening. Mr. G. W. Exton
waited upon the Minister, Mr. Bruntnell, oa
his visit to Lismore in February znd placed
the prcpcsition before him. Permission was
duly granted. The thanks of the elnb were
due to Mr. W.'T. Fraser and Mr. W. A, E]-
ston for their interest in tlis matter. |

The official opening off the club was per-
formed by Mr. J. Malone, Chitf Manager
for Wireless and Telegraphs, on March 13,
and was attended by over 80 members and

vigitors. .
WORKING OF THE BET |
In regard to the working of the set an
aerial was erected between the two chim-|
neys of the school, but the results obtained
were not satisfactory. Another was erected
between the girls and boys’ school, and al-
though better than the first, was not suit-
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able for the station. To again test the set
it was placed on Mr. G. W. Exton’s aenals
and the results obtained were excellent. A |
further test was carried out oa Mr. G.
Wells’ aerials and those who were present
could testify a3 to the capabilities of the
set. 1t waos therefore necessary that new
and higher aerials should be erected before
any experiments could be carried out, and it
was to be hoped that the new committee
would see that this was done at once.

To have formed a club, built a fdur valve
receiving set complete, and secured suitable
club rooms, and have a eredit balance all
within six months was indeed a creditable
performance, and 3poke vclumes for the
epergy add enthiriosm- of the committee.
The thanks of the meémbers were due to all
those. who had rendered valuable assistance,
and in partieular Messts, G, W. Exton, H.
Helt, P. M. Hoare, G. Wells, N. Thompeon,
V. Bale C. Martin and A. Hclley. .

A 500 tournament and: dérce was held in
January in z2id of the tlub and resulted in

rofit of £0 2 1d. '~ Mr. H. S. Thomas
his orchestra remdered vuluable aasist-
aace. :

It was tifying to know that a good
many members were busy building their own
gets.

A number of iectures had been given and
it is proposed to continue these at leaat
weekly. A buzzer claes kad teen fdrmed
and instruetional classes would be held bi-
weekly.

The ranart raonslnded with an avnrae:ian af




The report concluded with an expression of
thanks to the cfficers and committee for
their aesistance.

The report was adopted.

SECRETARY THANKED

Mr. Holt proposed a hearty vote of thanks
‘to the secretary. Such an official could
either make or mar any institution. They
'had been very fortunate in securing Mr.
'Yung’s services in that capacity,

Mr. Brown seconded the motion. Mr,
Yung’s enthusiasm was remarkable, and a
great deal of the success of the elub was
'due to his work.

The election of officers resulted as fol-
low :—President, Mr. P, H. Balzer; vice-
president, Messrs, H. Holt and H. Brawn;
secretary, Mr. L. Yung ; hon. treasurer, Mr.
C. Twartz ; committee, Messra. P. M. Hoare,
E. 8. Graves, G, Wells, L. Jarvia, H. Russell,
H. J. Griffiths, G. W, Exton, D. K. Murray,
G. R. A. Watts, R. H. Atkinson, C. Folkes,
J. L. Howison, and H. Thompson. |

Mr. Yung mentioned that he had been
approached with reference to the loan of |
the loud speaker from the club’s set in con-
nection with a proposed wireless concert
to be piven in Lismore. + |

Mr. Balzer moved that the rlub is not in
favour of loaning the lond speaker or amy
portion of the club’s apparatus for outside
concerts. '

Mr. Thompson seconded the motion.

The general opinion of members was that

the set ecould not he hired out in the terms
nf tha liecenas Tt waae ocenerally nnderstood




of the license. It was generally understood
also that if concerts were given the proceeds
must be in aid of elub funds or the develop-
ment of wireless,

The motion was ecarried.

Mr.' Jarman moved that no portion of the
set be removed from the elub room without
the consent of the eleetrical committee.

The motion was earried.

PIONEERING WORK

In reviewing the work of the past six
months, Mr. Yung said that a large amount
of work had been accomplished, particularly
by Mr, Exton, in setting the clfib on to its
legs. Many may have joined up out of
curiositv. At times there had been some
disappointments. One thing they must
realise was that they were pioneers and had
to aceept the sethacks, also the eriticism of
outsiders. They must also realise that they
were experimentalists. Wireless in Austra-
lia was very much behind the times. They
must berome imbued with the spirit that
what others had dome they could do, and
they must not get downhearted at oceasional
failuresa. They eould possibly run the set
satisfactorily by the expenditure of a lot of
money, hut that wag not going to help wire-
less along locally., Tt was practical experi-
ence thev needed. Thev had, he thought, done
wonders so far. Tt was a good thing that
in the town thev had a number of voung
men who were desirons of learning all thev
eonld  with  regard to wireless and
the working of the machine. The
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aim of the rlub was °~ for those
who had acquired any knowledge to hand
it on. Tn regard to the aerial, the electrical
committee had foynd out that this was the
cause of the whole of the trouble in the
past. If they could get a good aerial and
ground econnection the club would go ahead.
New aerials would cost a lot of maney.
Finance was the problem at present. Thev
also needed new mi]n and extra valves, and
they would have to go into wavs and means|
nf raizing more monev. A radio ball wae a
matter for the future. He suggested that
the Radio Clnb shonld approach the Parents
and Citizens’ Association with a view to or-
ganising a combined dance in naid of the
funds of the Radio Club. The Radic Club
was a matter in which the association was
vitally interested. He moved that the pre-

sident, secretary and treasuter be & gub-

committee to confer with the Parents and
Citizens’ Association.
The motion was carried.

GENERAL MATTERS

Mr. Balzer desired to kmow what a per-
manent aerial would eost.

The president thought the cost would be
about £20.

In regard to the aerial it was decided that
the electrical committee inspect and report.

A member expressed the opimion that lec-
tures should be delivered by members of
the electrical committee at least once a week




the electrical committee at least once a week
in order to provide instruction for the gen-
eral members.

Mr. Hall suggested that a club badge should
be designed.

It was decided that thg secretary obtain
quotations for badges.

Mr. Balzer thought the club should pur-
chase two new valves. They could not tres-
pass any longer upon the goodness of Messrs.
Thompson and Wells.

The chairman said this was a matter for
the committee to deal with,

Prior to and at the conclusion of the meet:
ing the members had the privilege of “‘lis-
tening-in’’ to an excellent programme distri-
buted by Broadcasters, Ltd., of Sydney. The
musical selections were distinctly heard. and
an interesting item was the chiming of the
Sydney Post Ofice clock at 8 pm,




